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I. General Ob j ectives 
We feel akin to genealogists who try to trace their ancestry. They 
find a village where their family is supposed to have originated. They 
want to begin the search for the family tree right-away, 6ut first, how do 
:they discover which of the Who's in Whoville are theirs? It is a very try- 
ing task to attempt to corner the market on Who's. 
We are trying to collect information on what we call "contentious 
gatherings": occasions in which groups of ten or more persons (who are non- 
governmental) gather in the same place to make a claim that, if realized, 
would cause another party to expend valued resources. Our object is clear: 
- to read through seven pre-selected sources (Annual Register, ~entleman's 
Magazine, London Times, Morning Chronicle, Hansard's Parliamentary Debates, 
Mirror of Parliament, and Votes and Proceedings) and note any article that 
mentions a contentious gathering or a notice that such a gathering may 
occur. Our probl'em is complex: to develop a method by which we can be 
.,assured that we are removing from the sources the highest possible amounts 
of material without spending an excessive amount-of time reading them, 
for we might well spend our entire allotted budget just reading and reread- 
ing materials if we have inadequate~instructions, training of staff readers, 
or supervision. The path to a clear set of procedures is no bed of roses. 
We have tried numerous strategies and methods to achieve the desired re- 
sults. In this paper, the steps undertaken to achieve our goal of quality 
reading will be discussed, and the final procedures we now undertake as 
standard practice.wil1 be detailed. 
11. Early Approaches 
The real beginning of this particular source-reading problem occurred 
with the study of "collective actions" (a variation on the term contentious 
gathering) in Lancashire county, England, that was the doctoral research of 
Frank Munger. Munger began h i s  r e s e a r c h  by h i r i n g  a number of s tuden t  
r e a d e r s  and s 2 t t i n g  down wi th  them (mysel6 be ing  among them) t o  exp la in  t h e  
gene ra l  i d e a  of h i s  s tudy  and a sk  us  t o  t r y  reading  some of t h e  Lancaster  
Gaze t te ,  a-newspaper. H e  reviewed what w e  had found and encouraged us t o  
b r i n g  any ques t ions  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n .  We c e r t a i n l y  followed a t  l e a s t  t h a t  
p a r t  of h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  l e t t e r ,  a s  t h e r e  were numerous a r t i c l e s  and 
m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  we could n o t  c l e a r l y  understand.  Af t e r  a t i m e ,  e i t h e r  through 
f a t i g u e  from our  ques t ions  of growing confidence i n  ou r  a b i l i t i e s ,  he began 
us ing  o u r  reading  a s  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  from which h i s  d a t a  base  would be b u i l t .  
A s  i t  turned  o u t ,  t h e  r eade r s  were very  consc i en t ious  and t h e  m a t e r i a l  r e l a -  
t i v e l y  easy t o  r ead ,  s o  t h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  w a s  of a f a i r l y  complete na tu re .  
A s  t h i s  p r o j e c t  wound down, a new one wound up. The beginnings of a 
s tudy  of con ten t ion  i n  Great B r i t a i n  as a whole were t ak ing  shape. This  . 
p r o j e c t  was to"be of a much g r e a t e r  scope and would encompass v a s t  amounts 
of reading: ' two d a i l y  newspapers w i t h  an ' ave rage  of s i x  pages each f o r  a 
seven-year pe r iod ,  p l u s  numerous volumes o £  par l iamentary  deba te s .  It 'was 
f e l t  among t h e  people i n t e r e s t e d  i n  such a p r o j e c t  t h a t  i t  would t ake  a 
l a r g e  amount of s t a f f  t ime t o  read  a l l  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  and t h a t  there,jmust be 
a b i t  more c o n t r o l  over  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and t r a i n i n g  of t h e s e  new d a t a  
c o l l e c t o r s .  L i t t l e  d i d  we know t h a t  a b i t  more c o n t r o l  would evolve i n t o  
a n  e l a b o r a t e  system. However, Monday-night quar te rbacking  a s i d e ,  we began 
t o  s e t  up a program t o  c o l l e c t  con ten t ious  ga the r ing  a r t i c l e s  from our  
sources .  
The f i r s t  o r d e r  oT bus iness  was t o  p repa re  a s e t  of reading  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s .  A one-page summary of t h e  i t e m s  o f  i n t e r e s t  was prepared and handed 
out  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s r e a d e r s  who were h i r e d - ( s e e  Appendix A). A s e t  of forms 
was prepared t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  were t o  be  noted .  The Munger 
s tudy had used a simple-format form t o  n o t e  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n s ;  a newer 
and s l i g h t l y  more d e t a i l e d  form was now used ( s e e  Appendix B). But both 
of these forms still required the reader to write out much of the infor- 
mation about the articles by hand. For an evolutionary view of the develop- 
ment of recording sheets (cover sheets), see Appendix C. The reader instruc- 
tions were politely vague and left explicitldefinitions of terms to the imag- 
ination of the reader. This was not from any lack of desire for perfection, 
but from not having a clear idea of exactly what articles were-to be included, 
and from not knowing just how much time and effort would have to go into the 
development of a system bhat would work to a closer tolerance. 
Once we began to narrow the scope of the study, the tasks at least be- 
came clearer to see if not soin&what~:&asier t~.-kxfi-lain a d teach. We had 
hoped to read materials from a wide spectrum of British history; 1790 to 
b1900 was the time period first selected. This proved to be impractical, 
There were not enough dollars in the till or time in the lives of our readers. 
We finally decided to narrow the years to be read down to 1828 to 1833 (1834 
was added later)." Once that adjustment was made, newspaper reading began in 
earnest . 
The study at this time was characterized by a small staff of part-time 
readers and supervisors. Work was carried on at the university library with- 
out a watchful eye. Supervision was informal. Once a week, the readers 
gathered witha'supervisor to discuss problems and raise specific questions. 
The discussions centered on what material was read, not on how to read it. 
Readers were asked to turn in the work, which would then be reviewed and 
feedback given them. Unfortunately, with many readers, the reviewing began 
to pile up, and constant mistakes'were not brought to the readers' attention 
quickly enough. Moreover, there was no systematic attempt at training or 
supervision of the staff. As the defects in the system became apparent, 2 
*For more specific information, see "Contentious Gatherings in Great 
Britain, 1828-1834: Provisional Plans for Enumeration and Coding," CRSO Work- 
ing Paper No. 163 by Charles Tilly and R.A. Schweitzer, September 1977. 
some ad hoc a t t empt s  were made t o  s t a n d a r d i z e  t h e  procedures .  For an  
! 
a r c h e o l o g i c a l  look a t  t h e  development of r e a d e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  s e e  Appendix 
D. There was s t i l l  no formal eva lua t ion  of t h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  o r  real com- 
p a r i s o n  of  t h e  r e a d e r s 1  a b i l i t i e s  and t a l e n t s .  Much of t h e  t r o u b l e  was 
d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  vary ing  t ime pe r iods  be ing  read .  Not having a 
permanent fu l l - t ime  s t a f f  member a v a i l a b l e  t o  acteasy-superiiisof a l s o  
allowed ques t ions  t o ' g o  unanswered and problems t o  f e s t e r .  A procedure 
w a s  i n s t a l l e d  part-way through t h e  r ead ing  t o  t r y  t o  b r i n g  about some . so r t  
o f  evaluat ionnof t h e  r eade r s .  A two-week p e r i o d  w a s  s e l e c t e d ,  and each 
reader  was ass igned  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  pe r iod  t o  read .  Readers1 covershee ts  
were compared wi th  one ano the r  t o  g e t  an  i d e a  of  how they were doing. The 
r eade r s  who f a r e d  poorly were given more i n s t r u c t i o n .  
A c r i t i c a l  t u rn ing  p o i n t  came i n  ou r  s tudy .  We rece ived  a g ran t  
from t h e  Nat iona l  Science Foundat3on t o  c a r r y ' o n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  f o r  a f ive -  
yea r  per iod .  S ince  we now had more t*me, more money, and a number of per- 
manent s t a f f  hours  t o  devote t o  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e t h i n k  t h e  
whole da t a -co l l ec t ing  process .  The reading  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  had progressed 
t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s u b s t a n t i a l  set of readings  a l r eady  completed. 
We now had t o  dec ide  e x a c t l y  how t o  ana lyze  what w e  had and whezte.t;o !go next .  
111. R e l r a b i l i t y  checks o n E a r l y ~ e a d i n g s  
Once we had narrowed ou r  choice  of y e a r s  t o  be  f u l l y  enumerated t o  
1828-1833, we wondered j u s t  how e x a c t ~ . o u r , p r e v i o u s  reading  of t h e  period 
had been. To check t h i s ,  w e  took two sample readings  t h a t  had been com- 
p l e t e d  by t h e  ma jo r i t y  of ou r  r eade r s .  These s e c t i o n s  had been read as 
p a r t  o f  a n  e a r l i e r  check-reading completed some months be fo re  ( s e e  above).  
We then  assembled,. from t h a t  s e c t i o n z a  l i s t  of a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  we con- 
s i d e r e d  necessary  t o  enumerate. A l l  t h e  a r t i c l e s  w e  wanted t o  n o t e  had now 
been i d e n t i f i e d .  We then  compared a l l  r e a d e r s  t o  t h i s  i d e a l  enumeration 
and t a b u l a t e d  ou r  r e s u l t s .  
WhafcweLfound w a s  t h e  fol lowing:  t e s t  one showed an  average  i n c l u s i o n  
rate of 36 pe rcen t ,  o r  r e a d e r s  noted only  2 0  of t h e  57 a r t i c l e s  w e  wanted. 
Tes t  two showed an  i n c r e a s e  i n  e f f i c i e n c y ,  b u t  on ly  by 14 pe rcen t  t o  a r a t e  
of  50 percent .  An a n a l y s i s  of a r t i c l e s  by type  showed no s p e c i f i c  categor-  
i e s  of  m a t e r i a l  be ing  omit ted.  
With t h i s  in format ion  i n  hand, we now saw fou r  choices :  1 )  be  happy 
wi th  what we had: a n  i n c l u s i o n  r a t e  aiiywhere i n  a range from 4 0  t o  6 0  per= 
c e n t  of what i s  i d e a l l y  t h e r e ;  2) r e r ead  1828 i n  both papers ,  Morning 
Chronicle  and London Times, anddo a comparison t o  t h e  f i r s t  reading  t o  s e e  
what a whole y e a r  looks  l i k e , t h e n  make a s e l e c t i v e  d e c i s i o n  t o  r e r ead  
m a t e r i a l s ;  3) r e r ead  t h e  e n t i r e  6 yea r s :  1 2  newspaper y e a r s ;  4) r e r ead  
every th ing  wi th  new procedures ,  i .e.:  
a )  new reade r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  ; 
b)  more sys t ema t i c  sample r eco rd ing  s h e e t  ( cove r shee t ) ;  
c )  more f r equen t  checking of r e a d e r s  by g iv ing  test  r e a d s ;  
d) checking over  each b lock  ( t e n  consecut ive  publ i shed  newspaper 
days ) - r ead  i n  gene ra l  f a sh ion  t o  n o t e  problems; 
e )  breaking  down t h e  reading  i n t o  small assignments:; 
f )  more pe r sona l  con tac t  w i t h  each r e a d e r ;  
g) more d i s c u s s i o n  of  problems, p l u s  a p o s s i b l e  reward system; 
h)  more s e l e c t i v e  sc reen ing  of people h i r e d  t o  r ead ;  
i )  reading  done c l o s e  a t  hand r a t h e r  t han  a t  t h e  l i b r a r y  t o  a l low 
f o r  c l o s e r  supe rv i s ion  and quicker  a t t e n t i o n  t o  ques t ions .  
Af t e r  much deba te  and s p e c u l a t i o n ,  i t  w a s  decided t o  t a k e  a v a r i a n t  on 
number four .  W e  would upgrade ou r  procedures  a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e  and 
s e l e c t i v e l y  r e r ead  random sample s e c t i o n s  of newspaper. We could then  
have ex tens ive  m a t e r i a l s  on which t o  base  ou r  f u r t h e r  d e c i s i o n s ,  i . e .  
what t o  r e r e a d ,  and how w e l l  t h e s e  new procedures  were working. 
Chart A 
Check Reading Number One J u l y  1 through 15,  1831 London Times 
Number of Pe rcen t  Score 
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October 1 through 15 ,  1830 
Number of 
A r t i c l e s  Noted 
2 5 
London Times 
Percent  Score 
o,f t he  Whole 
D i s t r i b u t i o n  of Noted A r t i c l e s  by Type 
Violence Meetings Assembly Deputation 
6 15 2 0 
3 17 1 0 
8 17 4 0 
6 1 3  2 0 
5 14 1 0 
4 1 5  1 0 
5 16 1 0 
9 20 3 0 
5 17 1 0 


















I V .  Resu l t i ng  Changes i n  Procedures  
We began by t r y i n g  t o  p u l l  t oge the r  a much more in fo rma t ive  s e t  of 
m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r s  t o  have on hand when reading .  We took t h e  time 
t o  provide  l is ts  of major towns and London p a r i s h e s ; ~ w e  a l s o  included 
common I r i s h  p l a c e  names s o  t h a t  m a t e r i a l s  from I r e l a n d  could e a s i l y  be  
excluded a t  t h e  t ime of i n i t i a l  reading .  Our b a s i c  goa2f-wasi-:to d i scove r  
what caused r eade r s  t o  n o t  i nc lude  t h e  a r t i c l e s  we wanted and provide  them 
wi th  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  would f a c i l i t a t e  t h e i r  i nc lud ing  a r t i c l e s  we wanted. 
For example, r eade r s  could no t  always d i s t i n g u i s h  c l e a r l y  when 10 o r  more 
people were p r e s e n t  a t  a ga the r ing ;  of ten. : fhesar t ic le  simply d i d  no t  g ive  
any number information.  So weccol lec ted  (wi th  t h e  a i d  of an  Oxford 
Engl i sh  ~ i c t i o n a r y )  a l i s t  of key words t h a t  we f e l t  i n d i c a t e d  t e n  o r  more 
pebole (words such a s  mob o r  assembly) and included t h e  l i s t  i n  t h e  memo so  
t h a t  r eade r s  could have a b e t t e r  5dea of how t o  e s t a b l i s h  numbers c r i t e r i a .  
W e  d i d  t h i s  same type  of problem-solving.with a l l  t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  
r eade r s  had expressed a s  ques t ionab le  i n  t he -p rev ious  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  The 
s tudy  a l s o  h i r e d  a fu l l - t ime  supe rv i so r  whose job i t  was t o  be  around t o  
qu iz  r eade r s  on how they  were doing and t o  be  a v a i l a b l e  t o  answer ques t ions  
and s o l v e  problems. A d e l i b e r a t e  e f f o r t  was made t o  g e t  and g ive  feedback 
t o  r eade r s  on t h e i r  work almost a s  soon a s  i t  was completed. Reading w a s  
moved from t h e  l i b r a r y  t o  t h e  Pe r ry  Bui ld ing ,  where c l o s e r  supe rv i s ion  could 
be given on t h e  technique  of reGiewing sources .  A new, more complete cover- 
shee t  o r  a b s t r a c t i o n  s h e e t  r e q u i r i n g  l e s s  w r i t i n g  and s impler  checking was 
developed, and t h e  forms were p r i n t e d  on co lored  paper  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  - - -  - 
sources ,  r a t h e r - t h a n  be ing  mimeographed on-.white paper .  We t r i e d  t o  
upgrade t h e  gene ra l  appearance and q u a l i t y  of a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  used i n  t h e  
s tudy t o  g ive  t h e  r e a d e r s  t h e  impression t h a t  we hadca q u a l i t y  ope ra t ion  and 
t h a t  w e  expected them t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  i t .  For a more complete d i scuss ion  
of t h e  f i n a l  procedures  we a r r i v e d  a t ,  s e e  p a r t  seven,  "Current Procedures. ' '  
V. Selection and Reading of Sample Blocks 
We decided to test our new reader instructions and supervisory methods 
by randomly selecting and rereading fifteen ten-day blocks of each newspaper. 
We took the six-year period and divided it into blocks based on ten days on 
whichtthe;mewspapers;were published (no Sunday papers). There ended up 
being 219 ten-day blocks overall. Then we took a random number table and 
selected fifteen numbers off the top line,zand:those were the time periods 
that we began to reread. In switching to new instructions, we had retained 
some of our old readers. So as not to alert them to the fact that this was 
a test, we integrated the new materials into their work like so many of the 
other trials of procedure changes that had gone on before. I believe that, 
with all the resulting changes and shifting of their normal work habits, 
they realized that it was a new app~oach to data collection, and that this 
affected their attitude towards the study as-a whole. 
Reading then began on the new test, and in a remarkably short time the 
material was completed. The results were then compared with the first . 
reading of that same section (the reading compiled under the previous inet 
structions). In addition to simply wanting a comparison of the new proced- 
ures as compared to the old, we also wanted to try to incorporate a proced- 
ure.that would test against the optimum number of events we wanted readers 
to remove. So we had one day (randomly selected) read intensively (an 
exacting line-by-line reading) to give us the optimum number of events we 
wanted so that we had at-least one day in each sample to compare. 
, Reliability Checks and their Results 
The following is an explanation of the results of that test reading 
(pages 10 and 11) : 
Item 1 shows the dates of the randomly selected blocks. 
Item 2 gives the identification of the readers who read the sections, 
both the first and second times..' The readers are listed by an.assigned 
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number, e .g .  Chr i s  Lord i s  23 and Becky Dunkle is  17. 
I tem 3,  . " In t ens ive  Day ~ e s u l t s , "  l ists  t h r e e  numbers. When a r eade r  
f i n i s h e d  a b lock ,  h e r l h i s  r e p o r t i n g  of ,events  was compared w i t h  those  read 
f o r  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  day. For example, Block 1 of t h e  Morning Chronicle  in-  
d i c a t e s  "313" under t h e  column "Contentious ga ther ings ."  Th i s  means t h a t  
t h e  i n t e n s i v e  r eade r  found t h r e e  events  as d i d  t h e  r e r e a d e r .  S i m i l a r l y ,  
i n  t h e  "Coversheets" column ( i tems t h a t  a r e  n o t  c l e a r l y  con ten t ious  gather-  
i ngs  bu t  a r e  no t  d e f i n i t e l y  non-qual i fying) ,  each r eade r  had two cover- 
s h e e t s .  The "Total" column t h e r e f o r e  r eco rds  "5 ,6f 5! f o r  Block 1. 
Item 4 compares t h e  r e s u l t s  of thecnew reading  w i t h  t h o s e  of t h e  
f i r s t  reading .  Item 4A;'"First r eade r  % , I 1  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  pe rcen t  of cover- 
sheets'compiLeted by Reader 1 ( t h e  f i r s t  person  t o  read  t h e  m a t e r i a l  under 
th%.old procedures)  -- ou t  of t h e  t o t a l  number of d i f i fe ren t  covershee ts  
' t hus  f a r  prepared by a l l  r eade r s  of a p a r t i c u l a r  b lock .  I t e m  4B, t h e  
11 I n t e r s e c t i o n  %" column, no te s  t h e  pe rcen t  of covershee ts  t h a t  bo th  r eade r s  
had i n  common f roml in  t h e i r  readings :  
_ _------- 
cover s h e e t s  
_/ - --,=rcent of t o t a l  covershee ts  completed f o r  t h a t  b lock  by - - 
t h e  second r eade r  us ing  t h e  expandsd procedure.  100% means t h a t  t h e  second 
r eade r  d i d  no t  m i s s  any covershee ts /events  t h a t  were completedlnoted by t h e  
f i r s t .  I tem 4D i s  a n  ad jus t ed  percent  of 4C rebased upon t h e  t o t a l  r e s u l t s  
of t h e  intensive-day reading;  L.e. what pe rcen t  of t h e  t o t a l  number of 
covershee ts  we a c t u a l l y  wanted d id  Reader 2 enumerate? 
I t e m  5, "New Addit ions,"  no te s  t h e  t o t a l  number of new content ious  
ga the r ings  and covershee ts  discovered by ou r  r e r ead ing  of t h e  m a t e r i a l .  
Block 4 of Morning Chronicle  notes  21 new con ten t ious  ga the r ings  and 9 new 
covershee ts .  
NA. (non~ascertainable)..i~dica~es~secti.ons where m a t e r i a l  read f i r s t  -. 
was unava i l ab l e  t o  check a g a i n s t  t h e  new readings .  
Conclusions from our  sample reading  were q u i t e  r evea l ing .  I f  we com- 
pa re  columns 4 A  and 4C we can s e e  a dramat ic  i n c r e a s e  i n  e f f i c i e n c y  by 
every r eade r  u s ing  t h e  new procedures .  The new readings  were so  good t h a t  
w e  took t h e  average s c o r e  and used i t  a s  o u r  base  t o  determine a n  accept- 
a b l e  s t a r t i n g  l e y e l  f o r  any new reade r s .  Now anyone who sco res  92.3 percent  
o r  b e t t e r  on t h e i r  beginning t e s t  b locks  w i l l  be  alaowed t o  begin producing 
m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  d a t a  s e t .  Even though some of t h e  f i r s t  reading  was of a 
h igh  q u a l i t y  (80 percent  range) ,  none of t h e  f i r s t  r eads  t e s t e d  had a l e v e l  
h igh  enough toawarrant  t h e i r  i n c l u s i o n  i n t o  , the d a t a  s e t .  This  showed us  
t h a t  we would probably have t o  read  t h e  e n t i r e  1828 t o  1833 per iod  t o  acqui re  
a l e v e l  of accep tab le  q u a l i t y .  
V I I .  Current  Procedures  
W e  have s t r i v e n  t o  develop a comprehensive system of t r a i n i n g  and 
educa t ing  r e a d e r s  a s  t o  t h e  products  of t h e i r  l a b o r s .  This  process  begins 
a t  t h e  h i r i n g  s t age .  Since most r e a d e r s  a r e  s t u d e n t ,  par t- t ime s t a f f ,  t h e i r  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  i n t o  t h e  working system i s  f o r  a l i m i t e d  time span,  and c a r e  
must be  taken t o  ensure  a high l e v e l  of competence and gene ra l  understanding. 
F i r s t ,  a t  t h e  i n t e rv i ew s t a g e ,  we p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  job is  no t  "an easy one." 
We mention t h a t  t h e  worker could f i n d  a l e s s  i n t e n s i v e  and demanding job s e l l -  
i n g  t i c k e t s  a t  a l o c a l  t h e a t r e .  It i s  noted ,  however, t h a t  t h i s  job does pro- 
v i d e  a n  oppor tuni ty  t o  l e a r n  h i s t o r i c a l  data-gatihering methods and organiza- 
t i o n a l  techniques ,  p l u s  t h e r e  is  t h a t  f e e l i n g  of '  "ge t t i ng  t h e  h i s t o r y  . f i r s t -  
hand," which always seems t o  i n t e r e s t  people.  
At the interview, we also give the potential employee a copy of our 
reading instructions (see Appendix E) and a historical background paper or 
two to review at her/his leisure (see list of GBS Briefing Papers at the 
beginning of this article). We also explain our indoctrination procedures 
which consist dirsfrof a "test day" reading, whereby the reader reviews the 
instructional materials beforehand and then at the microfilm machine reads 
one day of newspaper specially selected. This day has been read previously 
so that we know for sure all the materials we want removed. The day also 
has many events that test the readers ability to app2y the rules. 
The test day reading accomp~ishes two objectives; first, it shows the 
prospective reader what the work will be like in general; and second, it 
gives us a chance to compare their work with all the other people who have 
read that same day. As it turns out, this tese reading is a very good gauge 
of how well a reader willwork overall. A sample chart follows that shows 
how we rate the sample dayfis reading results. Readers who do well on the 
test always do well in the normal process of readings, and people who-score 
in the top 40 percent also do well and some improve to the point 03 being - .  
excellent. However, those who do poorly on the test have usually not panned 
out as good readers in our later readings. 
After the test reading is completed, a discussion session with the 
reader will include a discussion of material they neglected to include and 
a decision to let them keep on reading or to move them to less difficult 
work. After officially betng.-hired, the worker is given five days in a 
section to read of newspaper that has been previously enumerated. Upon 
completion, this material is checked over against our ideal list of cover- 
sheets. The articles missed are pointed out to the reader as well as the 
forms that were not completed correctly as per the instructions. Readers 
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See following page for explanations. 
Thi s  charc  shows t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  one-day t e s t  read  t h a t  each new 
r e a d e r  t akes .  The f a r - l e f t  column, "Event Number,'' corresponds t o  t h e  
fo l lowing  l i s t :  
Event Page -- 
1 1 
Column Place* I D  Type§ D e s c r i p t i o n .  
5 B V Sheep k i l l i n g ,  H a t f i e l d  Peve ra l  P a r i s h  
5 T D Delega t ion  of weavers,  London 
5 B G/C  C r o w d a t e l e c t i o n , L o n d o n  
5 B M Meeting of weavers,  London 
2 T M Meeting of wine and s p i r i t  merchants,  London 
2 B M P a r i s h  meeting, Marylgbone, London 
4 M M E l e c t i o n  meeting, Chester  
5 B L Legal  a c t i o n ,  Debden, Essex 
3 M LA T r i a k , f o r  combination, London 
*B=bottom of page; M=middle;--T=top. 
§V=violence; D=delegat ion;or  deputa t ion ;  G/C=gathering o r  crowd, M= 
meeting; L=Legal a c t i o n s ;  LA=labor a c t i v i t i e s .  
IT' 
Each "xt' i n d i c a t e s  an  event  t h e  r e a d e r  missed. The r a t e  a t  t h e  
bottom of each colimn shows t h e  t o t a l  misses f o r  t h e  r eade r  out  of a t o t a l  
of n i n e  p o s s i b l e  misses  f o r  each r eade r .  The r a t e  i n  t h e  f a r - r i g h t  column . 
of t a b l e  A shows t h e  t o t a l  misses  f o r  each event  made by t h e  f i r s t  t h i r t e e n  
r eade r s ;  t h e  f a r - r i g h t  column of t a b l e  B shows t h e  t o t a l  missed f o r  a l l  26 
r eade r s  o u t  of  a p o s s i b l e  t o t a l  of 26 misses  f o r  each event .  
Through t h i s  t ype  of d ia logue ,  workers  can begin  t o  g e t  an  under- 
stancJing of what m a t e r i a l s  they m i s s  t h a t  we inc lude  andcan i d e a  of t h e  
complexi t ies  of t h e  job. Each assignment i s  scored on a  percentage bascs .  
An i d e a l  s c o r e  is ,  of course ,  1 0 0 - p e r c e n t ,  a l though we a r e  s a t i s f i e d  t o  have 
t h e  r eade r  working i n  t h e  90 percent  i n c l u s i o n  range. Usual ly t h e  assign-  
mentsccons is t  of a 5-day reading  t e s t ,  t hen  a second 5 days i f  t h e  f i r s t  was 
no t  a  s c o r e  of a t  l e a s t  90 pe rcen t ,  a  10-day t e s t  scored  e x a c t l y  l i k e  t h e  5 ,  
and succes s ive  10-day t e s t s  u n t i l  a  s c o r e  of  90 percent  o r  above i s  reached. 
This  u s u a l l y  occurs  upon completion of t h e  f i r s t  10-day t e s t .  Readers who 
r e q u i r e  t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  t e s t  may need i n t e n s i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  may be 
b e t t e r  u t i l i z e d  a t  o t h e r  t a s k s .  
Once a  s c o r e  of 92 percent  o r  b e t t e r  i s  reached,  t h e  r eade r  i s  given 
r e g u l a r  10-day assignments  of new newspaper reading  t h a t  w i l l  be  used i n  t h e  
d a t a  set. A s  each 10-day block i s  completed and turned  i n ,  i t  i s  a l s o  
checked a g a i n s t  whatever m a t e r i a l s  we have on hand from sample readings  done 
be fo re  t h i s  type  of checking system was i n i t i a t e d .  Percentage sco res< .a re  
determined,z.and r eade r s  a r e  consul ted  a s  t o  why they  missed anything from 
t h e  f i r s t  reading  and on i n c o r r e c t l y  completed covershee ts .  I f  a . r e a d e r ,  
s c o r e s  l e s s  than  92 percent  on a  b lock ,  t h e  r eade r  i s  asked t o  read  t h e  
m a t e r i a l s  aga in  t o  ensu re  a  high i n c l u s i o n  l e v e l .  Aska f u r t h e r  check, a f t e r  
a  few assignments ,  we g i v e  t h e  r e a d e r s  a b lock  (unbeknownst t o  t h e  reader )  - -- 
f o r  which we have i n t e n s i v e  informat ion .  I n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  process  we inform 
reade r s  t h a t  we w i l l  be  s l i p p i n g  i n  unannounced t e s t  b locks .  This  i s  done 
as -a check a g a i n s t  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  gene ra l  l e v e l  of competence. It i s  scored  
j u s t  l i k e  t h e  5-.~and..lO-day t e s t s .  Again a  l e v e l  of 92 percent  i s  r equ i r ed .  
This e l a b o r a t e  s e t  of procedures ,  of checks and- counterchecks,  has  
proved i t s e l f  worthwhile.  Reading l e v e l s  have remained high.  Separa te  
random checks produce no new s t a r t l i n g  informat ion .  Most workers can pro- 
duce a t  a 95 pe rcen t  l e v e l  o r  above. An advantageous s i d e  e f f e c t  of a l l  
t h i s  has  been t h e  development of compet i t ion  among r eade r s .  Many r eade r s  
a r e  dismayed a t  n o t  r e c e i v i n g  100 percent  s c o r e s ,  and those  who do poorly 
are encouraged by t h e i r  coun te rpa r t s  t o  j o i n  i n  t h e  competi t ion.  
Some r e c e n t  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  unannounced test b locks  a r e :  
1. Zaborski ,  June 1978 
Morning Chronicle  b lock  104: s c o r e  95 percent  
2.  Thurston, May 1978 
I;ondon:.Times block 168: s c o r e  97 percent  
3. Fowler December 197.8 
London Times b lock  185: s c o r e  97 pe rcen t .  
A H i s t o r i c a l  Note on t h e  Appendices. 
The m a t e r i a l  fo l lowing  has come from t h e  a r c h i v e s  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
p r o j e c t s  descr ibed  above and from t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  of t hose  involved i n  de- 
ve loping  t h e  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  t hose  p r o j e c t s .  Appendices A and B a r e  from 
1973. Appendix C shows t h e  development of  record ing  s h e e t s  from 1973 t o  
t h e  end of  1978. Appendices D and E r e l a t e  t h e  development of t h e  asso- 
c i a t e d  r ead ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from e a r l y  1973 t o  t h e  p r e s e n t .  
Collective Conflict in 
Great Britain: 1780-1900 
Munger-Polen 
We areiinterested in replicating C. Tilly's study of 
collective violence in France, with an extension to the 
analysis of several non-violent forms of collective action. 
Our aim is to collect data that w 11 permit fairly rigokrous 
testing of the major linkages in 'illy's poa5tical process 
theory of collective action. For this reason, we have not lim- 
ited our prbpobed sample to collective violent events, but 
have included strikes and non-violent reactions to collective 
action by both governmental and non-governmentg& groups. 
Our list of events that fall into the sample (plus sbme tenta- 
tive size limitations) looks like &-2ke'this: 
1) 'ollective violence--Here we fohlow Tillyls definition of a 
"disturbance" (with a smallee:?size cut-off : "contin8us 
interactions involving at least one group of 20 or more 
persons in the course of which someone seized or damaged persons 
or obiiects over resistance. " 
2) -- Strikes--We mention strikes separately from our other categories 
both to insure that coders will pick them up and to note that 
the inclusion level for strikes is considerably smaller than 
that for the other items, e.g. 5 or more. Munger's study 
of Lancashire Cndicates that such a low cut-off is necessary 
in order tooiicBude most Strikes. 
3 )  Violent or nonviolent collective actions in which the government 
or its agents were mediators in or opponents of the action. 
Both aoyalists (supportive) and opposition (non-supportive) 
actions vis a vis the government are included. Of special- 
interest here may be the responses of non-governmental groups 
to govecnmental reactions to the activities of other groups. 
Size limit: e.g., 10 or more. 
4 
Non-governmental reactions to collective action. This designa- 
tion is intended to gather information on collective conflicts 
in which the government plays no direct role. Size limit: 
10 or more. 
Incif.~ntally, collective action is defined as "the application 
of@??esources to common ends. " 
Frank Munger 
Winter 1973 
PRIMARY SOURCE ABSTRACT 
Political Action 
1. Sourcee 2. Date 3. Pages 
10.CaSualties 11.PEofierty Damage 
4.Abstracter 5 .Type of Event 
All Political Action: 12.Bae2icipants: 
6.Location 
14.Repressive Forces: ..--- - -- 
7.Antecedents/presumed origins 
15.General Description: 
Violent clitical Action:8. Precitipating Events : 
17. Linkage with other political action 18.Consequences 
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E N G L I S ~ ~  NEWSPAPER SAiqPLE 
RECORDING SHEET 
Reader 
Newspaper  ate Page 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 
DATE: Date Approx.Date-Key Words: Recently, a few 
days ago, last week. Other 
No location in time /7 - 
_LOCATION: Location (verbatim) : I 
No location /7 - 
SIZE: CGive sizes.of participating groups if given - below.) 
No size // 
PARTICIPANTS: List major participants: . . 
(and sizes) 
Are Causes and objectives of major 
citizen participants described?: YES // 
. -
Description of Participants: 
Some participants are missing 
from the description (e.g. 
some repressive forces.) : YES // NO // - -
The report gives detiiled 
identification. of participants: YES /7 SOME 
PARTICIPANTS// NO // - -
The report gives details of 
causes and objectides:' YES // NO // -
DETAILS OF COLLECTIVE ACTION: 
4- Preparation, .antecedents, .causes: GOOD // SHORT // NONE // 
2. Duration: YES NO / 
3. Damage: 
7 7  
DETAILED / SHORT / NONE 
4. Injuries: CAUSES/~ #s // DETAILED // SHORT NONE // 
5. Interaction and d'evelopment: . DETAILED / SHORT / NONE 
6. Repression and consequences: DETAILED / SHORT 7 NONE - - - 
TOTAL LENGTH OF REPORT: OneLine / /  - Sev.Lines.// OnePar.//Sv.~arn More /- - - - -
Appendix:'. C POLITICAL ACTION 
Source Date Abstracter 
Type of Event 




CaeuaP ties Property Damage 
Antecedente/presmxed origins 
AYTBs~S. @tC.  




General Description ! 
(Duration). . .. . 
LXNKAGE: CarSsBQoENCES: . . 
. .. - 
Appendix C .- POLITli:.?.?, .. - ACTION , - 22 - 
Source . ' Date Abstracter 
Type of Event 




Casual t i e s  Property Damage 
htecadenta/presumed origins 
' " -  Arrests,etc. 
A l l  Political Action: Participants 
(Leaders) 
(repressive forces] 
1 . LINKAGE: CONSEQUENCES : 
i A 
REPORT OF POLITICAL DISTURBANCE 
1. Title 2. No. 3 .  Recorder 
4. Date 5. Sdurce 
6. Location 7. Antecedents-Presumed Origins 
8 .  Precipitating Events 
9. Description 
10. Obj ectives :- NONE - OBSERVERS - EXPLICIT 
11. Casualties 
12. Property Damage 1 3 .  Duration 
15. Repressive Forces 
16. Linkage with other dishurbances 17. Consequences 
1 8 .  References 
Notes on back Additional sheets dealing with this 
Xerox Further information on continuation 
sheet 
CSEAT B R I T A I f i  NEWSPAPER Winter, .!9r'4 
SM'1.E KECOKDING SHEET 
PAPER Reader: Bates ( ) Po1e.n ( > 
Brouwer ( ) Powell ( ) 
Date Fireman ( ) Vieceli ( ) 
Lord ( ) Woods ( ) 
Page:column McKinley( ) Chopp ( ) 
Munger ( ) Chromiak ( ) 
Other notes about 
this event: Yes ( ) No ( ) DK ( ) 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION - "Violence Petition ( ) 
"Assembly (outdoor) Election ( ) 
Mob 
Demonstration 1 Trial ( 1 
Crowd 
*Strike ( > 
Meeting (indoor) ( ) 




DATE : Approximate date keywords: Recently, a few days ago, 
last week, etc. 
No date ( ) 
LOCATION: (verbatim) 
No location ( 
TOTAL LENGTH OF REPORT: oneiine ( ; Sev. lines ( ) ; One paragraph ( ; 
Several paragraphs ( ) ;  MORE ( ) 
. *PETAILS OF COLLECTIVE ACTIQN: Cnverage 
1. Antecedents, preparation, causes: DETAILED ,( ) SHORT ( ) NONE ( ) 
I 1  2. Duration: 
I 1  
"( " 0 "  0
3. Damage: No damage ( ) ( 1 " " > 
4. Injuries: No injuries ( );Bs( ) 1' ( ) " ( 1  " > 
1 I 5. Interaction and development: 
6. Repression and consequences: 11 
( 1 " 0 "  0
( 1 " 0 "  0
GREAT BRITAIN STUDY -- SAMPLE RECORDING SHEET Sept 1974 
London Times Pages Columns Middle ( )Dumble ( )Viecelli 
Morning Chronicle Date Day Bottom ( )Hile ( )Woods 
Other 
First line . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Check as many as applicable (See Memo 5a) 
Communications with Government 
( ) Address ( ) Delegation, Deputation 
( ) Memorial ( ) 'Other: 
Meetings 
( ) Discuss any activities above, even if action was not taken 
( ) Petition ( ) Make demand or request 
( ) Express support of govt. ( ) Support enemy of govt. (esp. France) 
( ) Control of local govt. ( ) Control of municipal institutions 
( ) Local police, improvements ( ) Other grievances or dissatisfactions 
( ) Vestry ( ) Opposition to other people, groups 
( ) Other 
Elections: Local or National How many? 
( ) Ad or announcement ( ) News 
( ) Support of candidate ( ) Meeting 
( ) Results, returns ( ) Accusations, frauds 
Labor Activities 
( ) Strike, turnout 
( ) Combination, labour union 
Gatherings ' 
( ) Crowd, mob, assembly 
( ) Violence. threat . . 
( ) People 11 
( 1 Pro~ertv 11 
( ) Lockout 
( ) Rally, demonstration, parade, procession 
( ) Dinner 
( ) Special Celebration (King's birthday, etc.) 
( ) Other 
1829-1832 ONLY (See Memo 5b) 
( ) Arson, suspected arson ( ) Machine breaking 
( ) "Swing1' ( ) Burning ricks, destroy farm property 
( ) Posting or moving troops ( ) Swearing in special constables 
( ) Warnings by JP or magistrates not to gather, protest, or riot 
Legal Actions Regarding Any of the Above Activities 
( ) Official action to prevent any of the above 
( ) Arrests ( ) Pretrial examinations 
( ) Trials ( ) Sentences, executions, etc. 
( ) Trials for seditious libel 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
( ) Slogans 
PARTICIPANTS: 
Number Leaders 
DATE : DURATION 
Yesterday, last week, a few days ago 1 day or less, a few days, more 
LOCATION Y Y 
(name of inn, square, field, etc.) (village, town, city) (parish and county) 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
COMMENTS ON BACK 
( ) Beckett 
( Floyd 
( ) Grzelewski 
( ) McKesson 
( ) Nimelman 
( ) Palm 
Today's d a t e  - 19 78 
GREAT B R I T A I N  STUDY COVERSHEETS ' 
( ) R e i s s  
( ) Thurston Page column TOP ( ) London Times 
( ) Schweitzer 
Middle 
( 1  d a t e  day Bottom ( ) Morning Chronicle 
F i r s t  Line: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: CHECK AS MANY AS APPLY (see  memo #6) 
(1) VIOLENCE ( ) 
proper ty  damage ( ) ,  s e i z u r e  of proper ty ,  spaces o r  persons ( ), 
personal  i n j u r y  ( ) ,  t h r e a t  of any of t h e  above ( ). 
MEETINGS. ( ) 
( ) Elec t ion  ( 1 
( ) Vestry ( 1  
( ) Livery ( )  
( ) Dinner ( 1 
( ) P o l i t i c a l  c lub lpa r ty  ( 1  
( ) with  p e t i t i o n ,  address ,  e t c .  ( ) 
( ) opposi t ion  t o  government ( 1  
( ) support  f o r  government 
support  f o r  enemy of government 
c o n t r o l  of l o c a l  government/ inst i tut ion 
o the r  grievances and d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s  
opposi t ion  t o  o the r  peoples o r  groups 
o b j  e c t i v e s  unclear  
n o t i c e s ,  reques ts  ( f o r  f u t u r e  meetings) 
o the r  ( l i s t )  
(3-8) GATHERINGS 
demonstrations ( ) , parade ( ) , assemblies,  crowds, mobs ( c i r c l e  one) ( ) , 
gather ings  ( ) ,  r a l l i e s  ( ) ,  s p e c i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n s  ( ) ,  
other  ( l i s t )  
(9) DELEGATIONS, DEPUTATIONS ( ) 
(10) LABOR ACTIVITIES ( ) 
s t r i k e ,  turnout  ( ) ,  lockout ( ), combination o r  union mention ( ), 
t h r e a t s  t o  s top  work ( ), work stoppages ( ) ,  r e t u r n  t o  work ( ) ,  
depu ta t ions  of workers ( ). 
(11) LEGAL ACTIONS ( ) 
a r r e s t s  ( ) ,  examinations ( ), p r e t r i a l  in fo .  ( ), t r i a l s / c o u r t  a c t i o n s  ( ), 
sentences ,  executions,  e t c .  ( ). Be s u r e  t o  check t h e  appropr ia t e  a r e a s  above 
t h a t  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  brought about the  a r r e s t  o r  t r i a l .  
Objec t ive  of a c t i o n  
P a r t i c i p a n t s  
Number Lea$er s 
Date Durat ion ( i f  known) 
Yesterday, l a s t  week, a few'days ago one day o r  less, a few days, more 
Location 9 9 
Spec i f i c  p lace ,  inn ,  f i e l d ,  e t c .  v i l l a g e  o r  town/ci ty p a r i s h  . 
CO-TS ON BACK? ( ) 4-76, Rev. 4-77 Bobbi/CML county 
-_  
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'To: ' Newspaper Readers 
,From: Frank Munger, Mike Polen 
Appendix D 
Description o£ the Project 
For the next six months at least we will be engaged in reading 18th 
a n d  19th century English newspapers and collecting material on a variety 
. of subjects closely related to the political and economic development of 
Great Sritain. For the time being we have chosen to provide readers with 
a list of types of events or activities to look for instead of a single 
general definition. The list appears below. In addition, we are encour- 
ing readers to express doubts .and gripes freely. Among other things.we 
hpe to have a bi-weekly meeting of readers for that purpose. . 
I. Pre-test procedure. 
At this point in the study we are attempting to evaluate different 
newspapers for completeness of coverage. We are also col'lecting a small 
sample of events scattered throughout the period between 1780 and 1900 which 
. we will cover in detail eventually. We are trying to kill both birds 
with one stone by asking you to fill out a Newspaper Sample Recording Sheet 
for each event which you find in your newspaper. The recording sheet 
prjvides a systematic record of the place, time and participants in an 
event and allows some crude evaluation of the length ?nd completeness 
of the article reporting the event. We would like to ask you to write one 
additional piece of information on the sheet (for which, by accident, no 
space was provided): in a convenient corner - upper right seems most 
convenient for us probably - write a one line description of the event. 
Just a few words, or on- will do in most cases. E.g. "Food riot", "Petition 
against corn laws", etc. 
11. List of activities to report.' 
petitioning, addressing, memorializing lbcal or 
national government. (Memorializing means to - send a bill of grie:vances or requests to an 
official. ) 
. Special cases: Include - loyalist address sent 
to government in support of its policies, 
Include - meetings to discuss any 
of the above even if the petition is not 
; sent. 
Include - delegations sent to 
governemtn to convey petitions, or requests, 
demands, complaints, etc. 
Include - Parliamentary response 
to petitions. 
Strikes, turn-outs, .and any mention of "combinations: 
Violence - Any event where at least 10 persons are 
taking part (vague terms such as-"crowd" 
"assembly", "a number of" are assumed to 
mean 10 or more - WHEN IN DOUBT, INCLUDE IT) 
and where there is property damage, seizure 
of property, personal injury, or imnediate 
threat of any of these. 
. . .  . 




and'all non-violent assemblies (non-governmental) 
to discuss or publicize any of the following 
genral issues: 
: I  
n t7 ,' ; Opposition to govern;e8tp) policy, to 
the form of government, or .to 
' 4  
. !  particular ministers. 
I . Support for government. 
Support for an enemy of the government. 
I .  (specifically the French) 
Other grievances and .dissatisfactions. - 
& t C ~ ~ / ~ , / n  C L ~ J  Control of local government, local 
minicipal institutions, local police. - 
/i, CDod p r ; c u ,  at- 
Memo /I2 Great Britain Project 
'n. November 15, 1973 
To: Newspaper Readers 
'From: Fireman, Munger, Polen 
, 
I. From this date, sample recording sheets marked "English Newspaper 
Sample" are inoperative. We hope the new forms will be easier and 
more efficient. 
11. The reading that has been done so far has prompted us to expand the 
original list of activities on which we would .like you to report 
(Memo ill) in two ways. We have broadened the range of activities 
to be included under some of the types of action, and we-have added 
some types to the list. These changes are noted in the following 
list with an asterisk (*). 
111. List of activities to report. 
Petitioning, addressing, memorializing local or national government. 
(Memorializing means to .send a bill of grievances or requests 
to an official.) 
Include: loyalist aadresses sent to government in support of 
its policies, 
meetings to discuss any of the above even if the 
petition is not sent, 
delegations sent to government to convey petitions, 
or requests, demands, complaints, etc., 
Parliamentary response.to petitions, 
*petitions from individuals, even if their group 
affiliation is unclear. 
Sometimes it is not clear that 'the receptor of a petition is 
a governmental agent .(e.g., due to the range of titles among 
officials, especially at the local level). When in doubt, 
please include any petition. 
*Petitions--if no mention of meeting or gathering, they are 
not to -be included. -
Strikes, .turn-outs,. and any mention of "combinations." 
Continued on Next Page 
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Violence. . This means any event where at least 10 persons are .,- 
taking part (vague terms such as "crowd," "assembly," 
I 1  a number of," are assumed to mean 10 or more - if in 
doubt, include it) and where there is property damage, 
seizure of property, personal injury, or immediate 
threat o£ any of these. 
b 
Note: If the report, for example, is of a .trial of 7 
persons for participating in a violent event in which 
at least 10 persons may be assumed to have taken part, 
the event should be included. The size criterion- 
applies to the event, not to the number of defendants. 
Demonstrations, parades, meetings, assemblies, gatherings, rallies, 
and all non-violent assemblies (non-governmental) to discuss or 
publicize any of the following general issues: 
opposition to governmental policy, to the form of 
government, or to particular ministers, 
support for government, 
support.for an enemy of government (specifically the 
French), 
control of local government, local municipal institu- 
tions;local police, .n 
*a11 routine meetings of political clubs or political 
parties , 
*all reports'of activities related to local or national 
elections, 
other grievances and dissatisfactions. 
*Prosecutions for seditious libel. 
Please make separate recording sheets for each event, except under either of 
the following conditions: 
1) you enc0unter.a long list of petitions'in the Parliamentary 
reporting section of the newspaper. 
2) you encounter large clusters of information about election returns. 
In the& cases, simply list ths appropriate information on one recording . 
sheet, or 'if this will be a lot of work, just record a brief statement of 
11 what's there, e.g:, a page and a half of election returns." 
f 
n 
&This memo superseded by memo 5 on May 30, 1974. Nothing was read under memos - 
3 or 42 
Continued on Next Page 
Memo # 3 ,  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  P r o j e c t  
To: N e w ~ x p a p e r  r e a d e r s  
From: Frank  Munger, Mike P o l e n  
Re: ~ d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s tu . f f  . 
We c o n t i n u e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  you t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  e v e n t s  
f o r  which you have  any u n c e r t a i n t y ;  remember t h e  r u l e :  
WHEN I N  DOUBT, I N C L U D E  IT! W e  c a n  a l w a y s  e x c l u d e  it l a t e r  
i f  n e c e s s a r y .  
New B u s i n e s s  
We a r e  i n s t i t u t i n g  some new p r o c e d u r e s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  
of o r g a n i z a t i o n  and e f f i c i e n c y .  P l e a s e  d r o p  o f f  your  c o v e r  
s h e e t s  a t  l e a s t  once  a week. They s h o u l d  be  p l a c e d  i n  a  
d rawer  i n  a f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  i n  t h e  l o b b y  o f  t h e  P e r r y  B u i l d i n g  
( t h e  d a r k  g r e e n  c a b i n e t ) .  Cover s h e e t s  w i l l  be r e a d ,  com- 
ments  w i l l  b e  n o t e d  on  them,  and  w e  w i l l  p l a c e  a r e d  X i n  - -  
t h e  u p p e r  - r i g h t  hand c o r n e r  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  t o  be  xe roxed ,be -  
f o r e  t h e  n e x t  weekly m e e t i n g .  You c a n  r e a d  o v e r  them any 
t i m e ,  and t a k e  them t o  make Xerox c o p i e s  when you a r e  r e a d y .  
Always n o t e  i n  t h e  logbook i n  t h e  f i l i n g  c a b i n e t  t h e  d a t e s  
and newspaper  o f  t h e  s h e e t s  you a r e  t a k i n g ,  p l u s  yourname. 
Weekly m e e t i n g s  w i l l  b e  used  t o  p r o v i d e  f e e d b a c k  on t h e  
c o v e r  s h e e t s ,  f o r  encouragement  t o  l i s t e n ' t o  g r i p e s ;  t o  r e -  
c e i v e  m e m o r i a l s ,  awards ,  e t c .  
-7. -1. .v ,. .. ,. W e  a r e  a s k i n g  t h a t  e v e r y  r e a d e r  spend  a t  l e a s t  s i x  ( 6 )  
h o u r s  p e r  week r e a d i n g .  For  weeks i n  which  you c a n ' t  manage 
6  h o u r s ,  we a s k  some 'advance  n o t i c e .  We w i l l  n o t  r e q u i r e  
more t h a n  f i f t e e n  ( 1 5 )  h o u r s  i n  any week w i t h o u t  p r i o r  n o t i c e  
and y o u r  ag reement .  We a r e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a l o g  i n  which 
r e a d e r s  weekly  h o u r s  a n d - o u t p u t  (numbers o f  n e w s p a p e r . d a y s  
and e v e n t s )  a r e  b e i n g  r e c o r d e d .  
.-. v. ... ,. ,. ,. R e l i a b i l i t y  c h e c k i n g  h a s  a l r e a d y  begun! 
We a r e  p o s t i n g  o f f i c e  h o u r s  and c a n  a r r a n g e  m e e t i n g s  
. i f  you l e t  u s  know i n  a d v a n c e ;  w e ' r e  happy t o  d i s c u s s  any- 
t h i n g  you want t o  t a l k  a b o u t .  
Nemo #4 GREAT BRITAE? PXOJECT 
Flay 21, 1974 
TO: Newspaper Xeaders 
FROM: Fireman, Plunger, Polen 
The pre- tes t  %a working! We have learned a l o t ,  t h e  offshoot  being 
some mcdif ica t ions  l o  the types of a c t i v i t l s s  we a r e  asking you t o  include 
from hea on. 
LIST OF ACTIVITIES TO REPORT: 
- .  
1) MEETINGS td discuss  pet i t ioning,  addressing, o r  manorfallzing l o c a l  o r  
na t iona l  government, even i f  the p e t i t i o n s  o r  memorials a r e  not  sent .  (Memor- 
t a l i z i n g  means t o  send 2 b i l l  of grievances or reques t s  t o  an  o f f i c i a l , )  Tnis 
includes addresses i n  support of govertment p o l i c i e s  as w e l l  a s  those express- 
in& anti-government sengimenee, 
2) DELECATIOES s e n t  t o  government t o  convey p e t i t i o n s ,  or requests, .dmands 
comglaints,etc. 
\ 
3) STRIKES, TURW-OiPTS, and ar?y mention of 11COM31NATIONS" (the British tern 
f o r  unions). 
4) VIOLENCE. TI.,is means any event where at l e a s t  10 persons are taking pare 
11 (vague terms such as crowd", "asseribly", "a number of" are ass-med t o  mean 
a t  least 10-IF I N  DOUET, IT?CL'tiDZ IT) and where the re  is property damage, 
seizure of property, personal injury, or i m ~ e d f a t e  t h r e a t  of any of these.  
5 )  MEETINGS, D E P f O W S ~ ~ G N S ,  PARADES, ASSENBLIES, GATRERXNGS , RALLIES, and 
a l l  non-violent, non-governmental asserablies, o r  no t i ces  o r  advance announce- 
ments o f  any of these, to  d iscuss  o r  pubPiefze any of the following general  
i s s u e s  : 
Opposition t o  governmental policy, ts the form of government, 
or t o  par t icular  d n i s t e r s ,  
Sugpor t for goverment , 
Support f o r  an aneniy of governaene ( s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  ~ r e n c h ) ,  
Control, of  local. government, local  manicipal i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  o r  
l o c a l  pol ice ,  
Other grieitances and d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s .  
6 )  All rorr*:ihi. 14'EETINGS of  p o l i t i c a l  ciubs o r  p o l i t i c a l  parties. 
7) A l l  REPORTS acrivities r e l a t e d  t o  l o c a l  or na t iona l  e l ec t ions .  
, Memo 84 
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8) A l l  TRIALS d i r e c t l y  re la ted t o  any of the  above a c t i v i t i e s ,  e,g. prose- 
cutions f o r  par t ic ipat ion in a s t r i ke ,  or electfon fraud. Also, include 
prosecutions for sedit ia-s ,; l i be l .  
NOTE: If  the report,- f o r  example, is of a t r i a l  of 7 persons -
f o r  par t ic ipat ing i n  a viclene event i n  which a t  least 10 per- 
sons may be assumed t o  have taken par t ,  it: should be 'in.clurled. 
The s i z e  c r i t e r ion  applies t o  the event, not t o  t l i anmber  of 
defendants. 
Please f i l l  out separate covet sheeta for each event. The only ex- 
ception is i f  you encounter bfg bunches of information about elect ton re- 
f o m s  (where a "big bunch" is defined as including 10 o r  more d i s t i n c t  list- 
ings of information). For example, you may ffnd long lists of e lect ion re- 
turns from various towns and counties, OK several announcements of candidacy 
f o r  public office i n  one section of ehe newspaper. I n  cases l i k e  these, . 
simply list the appropriate information on the back of one cover sheet,  
IF YOU ARE READING A PAPER PROM AMY OF THE YEARS 1829, 1830, 1831, o r  
1832 PLEASE INCLUDE, ADDITION TO !EIE ACTIVITIES LISTED ABOVE, THE FOLLO'WENG: -s -- -
\ 
a)  Any mention of arson or  suspected arson 
b) Any mention of "Swing" o r  "Captain Swing". 
c) Any mention of troop movements o r  concentrations. 
Remember t h i s  rule: I&en i n  doubt, INCLUDE! 
GREAT BRITAD4 STUDY . 
MBfO #5a 
Play 30, 1974 
Here is (another) revised list of actIvit ie.6 t o  be included. This 
list supercedes t ha t  i n  I f n o  #4 (destroy). Please recad through t h i s  
meno each time before you begin reading. 
LIST OF ACTIVITIES TO REPORT: 
1) . I.IEETINGS, D~.D~STRATIONS, PARAOEC ASSF.?~LIDS, GATE~OIGS,  RALLIES, 
aad all non-violent, pqovernnenta?assemblies of at  l e a s t  10 people;. 
o r  notices o r  advance announcerents o r  requis i t ions  for m y  of these,  
t o  discuss or publicize any of the followfng general issues: 
Pet i t ioning,  addressing, o r  memorializing local o r  nat ional  govern- 
ment, even i f  the pe t i t i ons  o r  memorials are. not sent  (memorializing 
means t o  send a . b i l l  of grievances o r  requests to. nn o f f i c i a l ) .  This 
includes addresses in support of govem.ent po l ic ies  as w e l l  as those 
expressing ant i -govement  sentiments. 
Opposition t o  governmental pclicy,  t o  the  form of govemen t ,  o r  
t o  particular ministers,  
Support f o r  government, 
Support fo r  an enemy of government (specif ical ly  the French), 
Control of loca l  government, l o c a l  municipal i n s t i t u t i ons ,  o r  
l o c a l  police,  
Other grievances and d issa t i s fac t ions .  
%ue t o  the  extremely unstandarideed nature of Faglish loca l  and 
nat ional  government, deciding just what 3.8 a "governnental" o r  non- 
governmental" assembly presents a problem. Always INCLUDE: Vestry 
meetings, meetings by improvenent o r  Fol ice  C m i s s i o n s ,  and meetbps 
of f reellolders o r  liverymen. ~ l / r ~ a ~ s  =CLUDZ : tieet ings of Common 
Comciis ,  meetings of Overseers o r  Churchwardens, bc! meetfngs of 
school boards. 
Also,  i f  you come across a report  of an assembly, .crowd, e tc . ,  and 
the  purpose or  objectives of the  par t ic ipants  a r e  unclear o r  ms ta t ed ,  
include the  report and we a a f l l  make a final decision oo it later. 
2) DELEGATZONS sent t o  government t o  convey pe t i t ions ,  o r  requests, demand6.c 
compla9nts, e tc .  _... . 
f '  . 
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3) STP-IIZS, TIJR3-OVTS, a n d  any nenf ion of "C~!%ISf\TlO:,IS" ( the  Br i t i sh  
tern for mions)  . 
4 ) VfOLEECE: This means any everfwhere a t  l e a s t  10 persons are taking 
part  and where there  i s  property damage, se izure  of property, personal 
injury,  o r  imnediate t h r ea t  of any of these, Somettries i t  i s  dd f f i cu l t  
to deternine how many people were zt tkn scene of an event. I n  such 
vegtie ceoes, t h e  follo'irirrp; terns w i l l  be assumed t o  man a t  least - 10 
people : 
CPOF?~ 
tmul tuous  assenbly 
assemblage 
r i o t  '? .. . . , .  
disturbance ' -  . 
multitude 
a f f r ay  
a=g 
mob 





r a l l y  
demonstration 
In addit ion,  when t h e l e ~ o r t  mentions machine breaking, dest ruct ion of 
horns on threslrers, o r  the dest ruct ion of c lo th  i n  l o o ~ . s ,  we w i l l  
presume t h a t  at l e a s t  10 people were involved unless the  report  
e x p l i c i t l y  gives evidence t o  the  contrary. Again, when tn doubt 
about a pa r t i cu l a r  event, II?CLIJDE IT. 
5 )  ELECTIOHS: All repor t s  of a c t t v i t i e s  re la ted  t o  l oca l  o r  nat lonal  
elections.  This aeans e l e c t i o n s - n o t  appointments 
6) ALL ItEETILlGS of p o l i t i c a l  clubs o r  p o i i t i c a l  pa r t i e s ,  
The following is a p a r t i a l  list of clubs or pa r t i e s  t o  be included. 
It i s  not exhaustive. !e w i l l  nost  l i k e l y  be adding t o  it i n  the  future.  
You may f ind repor t s  of p o l i t i c a l  clubs tha t  a r e  not i n  t h i s  l i s t - - i f  so,  
include t!~en, and w e  w i l l  add t!lem t o  the l ist  i f  they turn out t o  he a 
good guess. 
Society of Spencean Philanthropists  
~errnpde*~ clubs 
I_ t~( r et pard -1 5.0" L? ITational Union of I;Tor.:enls Suffrace Societ ies  
IWte Kart Assocation ,-, RdWn, S o e i d y  
Zational Charter Association o r  ar.y Chart is t  Society 
Friends of t h e  People 
Society f o r  Consti tutional Information 
London Corresponding Society 
Independent Labour Party 
London \.!o rking L.le11' s Association 
Labour P-@presentation Laa~ue 
Labour Xepresentation Committee 
Rational Liberal  PeGeration 
Nat f onal Ref  o m  League 
Conservatives 
Llberals 
Social  Denocratic Federation 
Scot t ish  Soc i a l i s t  Party 
Whie: Club 
1 2) AU TRIPLS OX PRETRIAL E'mII!UTIOFIS d i r e c t l y  re la ted  t o  any of the 
zhove a c t i d t i e s ,  e . ~ .  prosecutions f o r  par t i c ipa t ion  i n  a s t r i k e ,  o r  
1-El0 5a 
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e lec t ioo  fraud. Also, include prosecutions f o r  sed i t ious  l i b e l .  
XOTE: If the report ,  for example, io of a t r i a l  of 7 persons -
f o r  par t i c ipa t ing  In  a violent  event which at leaet 10 pet- 
sons m y  be assuned t o  have taken part, it should be included, 
The s i z e  c r i t e r i o n  appl ies  t o  the event, not  t o  the number of 
defendants. 
Please f i l l  out separate cover sheets f o r  each event. The only 
exception i s  if you encounter hip, bunches of information about e lect ion 
returns (there a "big bunch" is d e f h e d  as including 10 or  nore d i s t i n c t  
l i s t i n g s  of infonnatfon). For example, you may f3nd Long lists of 
e lec t ion  returns Prom various towns and counties,  o r  several announcements 
of candtdacy for publfc office i n  one sect ion of the newspaper. in cases 
l i k e  these, simply P i s t  the  available frifometion on the  back of one 
cover sheet. 
RB*miB12,R: WEEN Dl DOUBT, INCLLTDE! 
. . 
el'e.ction f rarid .' l!k!o, ihcludc! j~rosccuticrrci; f o r  ?eZieious l f l ~ e l .  
. . 
NCITE: If the report, for t:xam?le, :tn of a trl::3. of 7 pei-sons -- 
for participatlnp, ?n a.~iolcnt event i n  which a t l e a s t  10 per- 
sons msy be assui..ed to havc talze~i part, it ----- sholtld be i i l ~ l u d e d .  
The size cz i t e r io t~  apl;lic.s to I:!ie zxrerit9 not 1j.o the 11-mbe1: of- 
.def endsnts. 
. . 
Please f : L l l  out  separate cover Bheet:; :Ear each Event. T"ke onljr 
. exception fr; if you encounter bif! bunches o f  j.nfom.atioll about 'eLection 
 return.^ (~-:lel:c "bfg bunc11" 1 s  deTinet? 2:s f.nclud$nf 30 or nore d::stinct 
l i s t i n g s  of j.ilfo.*7nal:ion). I ? Q ~  .cy;a!,iple, you :nay f i n d  I.on~: 3.i~ts of 
' 
electtort retu;m.i?s frcm VRTJ.OIIH t r , ~ ; m s  and c c t l n t i e ~ ~  or sr.!vcral atinouncencnts - 
of candidacy for p ~ i b l i r _  off:I.ce i.n one scc2f.olz of 'cl~e n c ~ ~ s p z p ? r .  L n  .cases 
l i l c e  tllese, . . ajinply . Tii:;t: 1: IN: eurz:!l.s'Slc ii?for~:.lc',:i.ou oii  the  b.ncl? of one 
cover sheet. 
Great Brftain Project 
tL3y 30, 1974 
PIemo 5 b 
SFECUU, INSTRUCTIOIJS FOR 
RFmCRS FOR 1829, 1830, 
1831, and 1832 
1. These fnstrucrionc apply only to the years lasted above. 
2. Tnis memo contains a list of items to 5nclude in the samp1.e 
in addition to the things Listed in tlemo 5a coverl-ny. all 
sample yeaE,  
3. Additional ftems to include: 
a) Any rwntlon of arson or suspected arson. 
b) Any mention of "Swing" or "Captain M n n . "  
c) Pny mentjlor~ of troo? novements, troop call-ups, or troop 
concentrztion. Troops include Infantry, cavalry, yeomanry, 
militia, "VoPunteers , " dragoons, hisssats , "Greys, " "Blues . " 
d) Any mention of warninp,s not to riot, assevhle, or protest 
issued hy Just ices  of the Peace (or magistrates). 
e )  Any ~nention of swearlnp, in special constables or of institutfn~ 
the  "watch and ward" ia a particular area. 
f) Any mention of breaking machinery (with intent to destroy it, 
not an accidental breahge), or destroying cloth, ressrdless 
of tile number of persons involv~d. 
*"Captain Swing" was a. non-existent person ?In whose name ay;ricultural 
rrachine-breaking was carried out In the  early 1830s. 
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS TO READERS 
I n t r o d u c t i o n  
The Great  B r i t a i n  Study is  a  c l o s e  examinat ion of changing p a t t e r n s  of con- 
t e n t i o n  i n  Grea t  B r i t a i n  -- England, Scot landandWales  -- from 1828 through 1834. 
W e  focus  on "conten t ious  gat .her ingst l  (CGs): occas ions  on which people  o u t s i d e  t h e  
government assemble t o  make a  p u b l i c l y  v i s i b l e  c la im,  demand o r  complaint .  Our 
b a s i c  set of even t s  c o n s i s t s  of every  CG r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  Times of London, t h e  
Morning Chronic le ,  Pl i r ror  - of  Par l iament ,  Hansard ' s Par l iamentary  Debates,  Gentle- 
men's Magazine and t h e  Annual Reg i s t e r .  W e  u s e  p e r i o d i c a l s  a s  a  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ,  
d e s p i t e  t h e i r  d i s t o r t i o n s  and omiss ions ,  because they  mention a  wider range  of 
even t s  t han  do o t h e r  sources .  Once w e  f i n d  an event  which meets our  c r i t e r i a ,  we 
a t t empt  t o  cross-check i t  i n  o t h e r  sou rces ,  i nc lud ing  o t h e r  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
works and documents i n  B r i t i s h  a r c h i v e s .  The f i n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  event  com- 
b i n e s  in format ion  from a l l  t h e  sou rces  we have been a b l e  t o  f i n d .  This  memorandum 
sets o u t  t h e  g e n e r a l  r u l e s  and procedures  f o r  r ead ing  t h e  s i x  b a s i c  sources .  
To s i m p l i f y  t h e  work, we c o n c e n t r a t e  on t e n  s p e c i f i c  k inds  of occas ions :  
1 )  v i o l e n t  encounters ,  2) meet ings,  3) demons t ra t ions ,  4) parades ,  5) assembl ies ,  
6) g a t h e r i n g s ,  7) r a l l i e s ,  8 )  s p e c i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  9) d e l e g a t i o n s ,  and 10)  s t r i k e s ,  
t u r n o u t s ,  and combinations.  Your job  is  t o  s tar t  t h e  whole process  by prepar ing  
a  COVERSHEET every t i m e  you s e e  a  mention of  one  of t h e s e  occas ions .  The impor- 
t a n t  t h i n g  i s  t o  p i ck  up every  s i n g l e  mention. S ince  we can always e l i m i n a t e  
double  c a s e s  l a t e r  on;your b e s t  b e t  i s  t o  i n c l u d e  every mention t h a t  looks  a s  
though i t  might f i t .  WHEN I N  DOUBT, INCLUDE IT. 
*This memo i s  t h e  work of R.A. Schweitzer  and Char les  T i l l y ,  who wish t o  thank 
John Boyd, Ruth Lewis and Chr i s  Lord f o r  t h e i r  comments and a s s i s t a n c e .  
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Summary of Q u a l i f y i n g  Events  
1'. VIOLENCE I Any event  o r  a c t i o n  where a t  l e a s t  people  p a r t i c i p a t e  and any of t h e  1. See n o t e s  on cr imes,  
A. Qual i fy ing  
Occasions 
fo l lowing  occur :  (a )  p r o p e r t y  damage, (b) s e i z u r e  of p r o p e r t y ,  spaces ,  p. 5. Always i nc lude  
o r  pe r sons ,  (c )  p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y ,  (d) immediate t h r z t  of any of t he se .  I - - -- I POACHING b SMUGGLING! 






Spec i a l  
Notes 
2. MEETINGS 
3 .  DEPIONSTRA- 
TIONS 
4 .  PARADES 
5. ASSEMBLIES 
6. GATHERINGS 






Any mention of t he se ,  and of t h r e a t s  t o  s t o p  work, work s toppages,  o r  









- -- - --  
Inc lude  any mention of t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  n o t i c e s ,  r e q u e s t s  o r  
advance anno.uncements - provided  they meet t h e  fo l lowing  c r i t e r i a :  
(a )  S i z e :  A t  l e a s t  t e n  persons  o r  one of t h e  d e s c r i p t i v e  words l i s t e d  
under "(1)  SIZE," page 3;  (b) Personnel :  Kon-governmental; (c )  Content:  
One o r  more of t h e  fo l lowing  i s  desc r ibed  as be ing  involved:' 
1 )  mention of a  c la im on ano the r  group ' s  power o r  r e sou rces ;  
2) p e t i t i o n i n g ,  add re s s ing  o r  memorial iz ing l o c a l  o r  n a t i o n a l  gov- 
ernment, e i t h e r  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  o r  suppor t  of something; 
3)  oppos i t i on  o r  suppor t  f o r  government p o l i c y ,  a  governmental body, 
o r  a g e n t s  of a  government; 
4) suppor t  f o r  an  enemy of government, e .g . ,  France; 
5) c o n t r o l  of l o c a l  government o r  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  e . g . ,  p o l i c e  o r  v e s t r y ;  
6) o t h e r  g r i evances  and d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s ,  i nc lud ing  r e l i g i o u s ,  s o c i a l  
o r  economic i s s u e s ,  d i s c u s s i o n  of complaints  about  wages, hours  o r  
cond i t i ons  of  work; 
7 )  uns t a t ed  o r  unc l ea r  bu t  might be  one of t h e  above. 
Any and a l l  ment ions,  i nc lud ing  d e l e g a t i o n s  o r  d e p u t a t i o n s  s e n t  t o  
government t o  convey p e t i t i o n s ,  r e q u e s t s ,  demands, o r  complaints .  
Any mentions t h a t  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  above a c t i v i t i e s  ( i t ems  1-10);  e .g . ,  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a  s t r i k e ,  r i o t ,  machine breaking o r  demonstrat ion.  
**NOTE** I f  t h e  r e p o r t ,  f o r  example, is  of a  t r i a l  of seven persons  f o r  -
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a  v i o l e n t  event  i n  which a t  l e a s t  t e n  persons may be 
assumed t o  have taken  p a r t ,  i t  SHOULD be i n c h d e d .  The s i z e  c r i t e r i o n  
a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  event ,  no t  t o  t h e  number of defendants .  
- - -- --  
See d i s c u s s i o n  of 
s i z e  on p. 2; of 
personnel  on p. 24; 
of meet ings on p. 45; 
and of g a t h e r i n g s  and 
i s s u e s  o u t s i d e  Great 
B r i t a i n  on p. 5. 
Always i n c l u d e  WARD- 
MOTES, and LIVERY 
AND VESTRY meetings! 
1 See n o t e  on crowds 
, . 
a t  l e g a l  a c t i o n s ,  
p. 5. 
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When r ead ing  a r t i c l e s ,  l ook  f o r  f o u r  major e lements:  (1)  -9 P l a c e  ( 2 )  Date,  
(3)  Act ion,  and (4) Group. The p l a c e  can be  a s  l a r g e  a s  Great  B r i t a i n ;  t h e  d a t e  
can be a s  open a s  1828-34; t h e  a c t i o n  can be  any of t hose  l i s t e d  on page one; 
and t h e  group can be  any unnamed g a t h e r i n g  of a s  few a s  t e n  people .  I nc lude  t h e  
event  when t h e  a c t i o n  and a t  l e a s t  one of t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  elements  i s  presen t  
and r epo r t ed .  
B.  CLARIFICATIONS 
1. SIZE. Sometimes i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  de te rmine  whether t e n  o r  more 
people  a r e  involved i n  an event  o r  a c t i o n .  I n  vague c a s e s ,  you 



















PERSONNEL: GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OUTSIDE THE GOVERNMENT. 
I n  o r d e r  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  our  enumeration of con- 
t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s ,  a n  event  must,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  d i r e c t l y  
i nvo lve  a t  l e a s t  t e n  people  o u t s i d e  t h e  government. Our problem 
is t h a t  England has  long  conducted a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  of i t s  pub- 
l i c  bus ines s  by means of unpaid l o c a l  o f f i c e r s  and by means of 
committees drawn from t h e  c i t i z e n r y .  Therefore ,  how a r e  we t o  
know when people  a r e  o u t s i d e  t h e  government? I f ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
t e n  unpaid l o c a l  o f f i c e r s  o r  a  publicly-empowered committee of 
t e n  o r  more people  a r t i c u l a t e  a  c la im,  demand, o r  complaint ,  do 
we i n c l u d e  e i t h e r  event?  We draw t h e  c r i t i c a l  l i n e  between 
o f f i c e r s  and committees:  when o f f i c e r s  a r e  a c t i n g  i n  t h e  capa- 
c i t y  given them by t h e i r  o f f i c e s ,  and no group of t e n  o r  more 
non-of f icers  i s  a c t i n g  w i t h  them, we exclude t h e  a c t i o n  from 
enumeration; when t e n  o r  more o f f i c e r s  a c t  t o g e t h e r  bu t  on t h e i r  
own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  -- as when a  dozen Radica l  Members of Par-  
l i ament  band toge the r  t o  make a  p u b l i c  s ta tement  -- w e  i n c l u d e  
t h e i r  a c t i o n .  
We r ecogn ize  a  government .by i ts  c o n t r o l  of major means of 
coerc ion  and i ts  a b i l i t y  t o  apply  t h a t  coerc ion  t o  t h e  gene ra l  
popula t ion  of some de f ined  t e r r i t o r y .  W e  r e cogn ize  an o f f i c e r  
of t h a t  government by some combination of t i t l e ,  publ ic ly-  
def ined  d u t i e s  and a c c o u n t a b i l i t y ,  s a l a r y  o r  f e e ,  r e g a l i a ,  
and ass igned  premises  provided o r  guaranteed by t h e  government. 
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Among t h e  sets of people commonly named i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  of 
. . nine teen th-century  Engl i sh  government, w e  a r e  a c t u a l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h -  
i ng  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s :  o f f i c e r s ,  p u b l i c  committees,  and c i t i z e n r y .  
A s  o f f i c e r s  we a r e  cons ider ing :  
Alderman 
B a i l i f f s  




Common Counc i l e r s  
Cons tab les  
Coroners 
D i r e c t o r s  of  t h e  Poor 
Grand J u r i e s  
Guardians o i  t h e  Poor 
Horse Guards 
Judges 
J u s t i c e s  
J u s t i c e s  of t h e  Peace 
Lord Lieu t e n a n t s  
Mag i s t r a t e s  
Mayors 
Members of  Par l iament  
P l i l i t a ry*  
M i l i t i a  
M i n i s t e r s  
Overseers  of  t h e  Poor 
Paymasters  
P o l i c e  
P o l i c e  Constables  
P r i v y  Counc i l e r s  
Schoolboards 
S h e r i f f s  
Scotch  Guards 
S p e c i a l  ' cons t ab l e s  
Surveyors  
Town Counc i l e r s  
Yeomanry 
and o t h e r s  of e s s e n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  p o s i t i o n s .  
*Mi l i ta ry :  Cavalry,  I n f a n t r y ,  Dragoons, Hussars ,  Marines ,  Blues ,  Greys. 
A s  p u b l i c  committees w e  a r e  cqns ide r ing  : 
Improvement Commissions 
L i v e r i e s  
P o l i c e  Commissions 
S e l e c t  Vestries and e s s e n t i a l l y  
Town Meetings s i m i l a r  
V e s t r i e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
A s  segments of  t h e  c i t i z e n r y  we a r e  cons ide r ing :  
~ r e e h o l d e r  s 
Householders 
I n h a b i t a n t s  
Landowners 
Leypayers 
Occupiers  and e s s e n t i a l l y  
P a r i s h i o n e r s  s i m i l a r  c o l l e c -  
Ratepayers  t i o n s  of people.  
T i t h e p a y e r s  
One day we may w e l l  want t o  ana lyze  t h e  a c t i o n s  of p u b l i c  committees, 
of segments of t h e  c i t i z e n r y ,  and o f . o t h e r  groups (such a s  members of 
p a r t i c u l a r  c r a f t s ,  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  age-sex groups,  o r  f a m i l i e s )  separa te -  
l y .  For t h e  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  c r u c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  s e p a r a t e s  o f f i c e r s  from 
a l l  t h e  rest. O f f i c e r s  o f t e n  appear a s  p a r t i e s  i n  con ten t ious  ga the r ings  
i nvo lv ing  p u b l i c  committees,  segments of  t h e  c i t i z e n r y ,  and/or  
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o t h e r  groups.  But t h e  on ly  c i rcumstances  under which t h e i r  ( o f f i c e r s ' )  
concer ted  a c t i o n  q u a l i f i e s  by i t s e l f  i s  when they  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a  group 
of t e n  o r  more persons who, on t h e i r  own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  assemble t o  
make a  pub l i c ly  v i s i b l e  c la im,  demand o r  complaint .  
3.  CONTENT: MEETINGS. 
a )  Non-Qualifying. C e r t a i n  t ypes  of meet ings o r  meeting n o t i c e s  do no t  --
q u a l i f y  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  our  s tudy .  The fo l lowing  is  a  p a r t i a l  l is t  
of n o t i c e s  and meet ings t h a t  should b e  excluded u n l e s s  t hey  f u l f i l l  
any of t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  o u t l i n e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  memo. I n  o t h e r  words, 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  one o f  t h e s e  groups m e t  o r  w i l l  meet does n o t  automat- 
i c a l l y  mean you should i n c l u d e  i t .  ALWAYS read  t h e  a r t i c l e  o r  n o t i c e  
i n  t o t o ,  and r e f e r  t o  t h e  memo b e f o r e  f i l l i n g  o u t  covershee ts .  Re- -- 
member, too; i f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  is n o t  c l e a r ,  i n c l u d e  t h e  a r t i c l e !  The 
fo l l owing  -- do n o t  q u a l i f y :  
1 )  INSURANCE (ASSURANCE) COMPANIES ( t o  s e t  r a t e s ,  d iv idends ,  r e c e i v e  
r e p o r t s  o r  e l e c t  d i r e c t o r s )  ; 
2) CONTRACTS ( t o  pave s t r e e t s ,  f o r  t ende r s ,  s u p p l i e r s ,  c o a l ,  e t c . ) ;  
3) (BUSINESS) COMPANIES (gas  l i g h t  companies, r a i l r o a d  companies, 
c a n a l  companies, steam packet  companies, e t c . ) ;  
4 )  BENEVOLENT (CHARITY) SOCIETIES AND HOSPITALS (meetings of gover- 
n o r s ,  e l e c t i o n s  of  d i r e c t o r s ,  surgeons and o t h e r  personnel ,  
ann ive r sa ry  mee t ings ld inne r s ) ;  
5 )  APPLICATIONS TO PARLIAMENT ( t h a t  d o n ' t  come from s p e c i f i c  con- 
t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s ) .  
The l i s t  is p o t e n t i a l l y  i n f i n i t e ,  bu t  should s u f f i c e  t o  c l a r i f y  our  
p o i n t  t h a t  a  meeting i t s e l f  does  n o t  q u a l i f y  u n l e s s  i t  f u l f i l l s  our  
CONTENT d e f i n i t i o n s  ( s e e  page 1 of t h i s  memo). Note, however, t h a t  
LIVERY and VESTRY meet ings must always be  included.  We s o r t  them 
l a t e r .  
b) Qua l i fy ing :  E l e c t i o n s .  There a r e  many types  of e l e c t i o n s ,  ranging 
from n a t i o n a l  par l iamentary ,  such a s  House of Commons, t o  l o c a l  gov- 
ernmental ,  such a s  Wardmotes. They invo lve  a  . v a r i e t y  of a c t i v i t i e s ,  
many of  which w e  do want cove r shee t s  f o r .  I nc lude  any of t h e  items 
mentioned i n  i t e m s  1-11 on page 1 of t h i s  memo. Remember: A s p e c i f i c  
number of p a r t i c i p a n t s  need n o t  be  s t a t e d  f o r  an  e l e c t i o n  a c t i v i t y  t o  
q u a l i f y .  Many times an  a r t i c l e  may s imply say ,  "A meeting was then 
I I  he ld  . . . o r  a  s i m i l a r l y  vague d e s c r i p t i o n .  Such n o t a t i o n s  a s  
"Cheers" u s u a l l y  denote  a  crowd o r  some group of persons  p re sen t  a t  
t h e  speech being given.  The "cha i r ing"  a c t i v i t y  of parading about  
town w i t h  t h e  v i c t o r i o u s  cand ida t e  i n  a  c h a i r  q u a l i f i e s ,  s o  watch f o r  
t he se .  Exe rc i s e  c a u t i o n  when r ead ing  e l e c t i o n  a r t i c l e s .  Many t imes 
on ly  one l i n e  w i l l  d eno te  t h e  a c t i o n  t ak ing  p l a c e  t h a t  we want t o  
know about .  WHEN I N  DOUBT, INCLUDE THE ARTICLE. 
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**NOTE** Such i tems  a s  p r i v a t e  e l e c t i o n s ,  company e l e c t i o n s ,  e lec-  
t i o n s  of boards  of governors ,  e l e c t i o n s  of orphans t o  homes, e t c . ,  
d o . n o t  q u a l i f y .  E l e c t i o n  "news," r e s u l t s ,  and canvassing do not --
- q u a l i f y  by themselves u n l e s s  a  con ten t ious  g a t h e r i n g ' o c c u r s  i n  t h e  
r e p o r t .  Also,  do n o t  i n c l u d e  r e p o r t s  of e l e c t i o n  committees t h a t  
s i t  d a i l y .  
c )  s p e c i a l  Notes 
1 )  Crowds a t  a l l  l e g a l  a c t i o n s , t r i a l s ,  exams, e t c . :  These event  types  
q u a l i f y  o n l y  i f  t h e  crowd "ARTICULATES A SENTIMENT." Th i s  can be  
done by cheer ing  o r  h i s s i n g ,  o r  by t h e  a r t i c l e  w r i t e r  imputing 
some mention of sen t iment  being voiced.  
2)  Issues '  o u t s i d e  Great  B r i t a i n :  Events  such a s  t h e  French Revolution 
o r  changes of government t h a t  people  i n  Great  B r i t a i n  ga the r  t o  
d i s c u s s ,  c e l e b r a t e ,  o r  n o t e  may q u a l i f y  i f  a  c la im o r  sen t iment  i s  
expressed.  Pay c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e s e  types  of a r t i c l e s ,  and 
remember t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  i t s e l f  does  n o t  have t o  b e  Eng l i sh  f o r  t h e  
claim a t t ached  t o  i t  t o  be v a l i d .  
3)  Violence - common cr imes :  The event  q u a l i f i e s  on ly  i f  persons  
committing t h e  cr ime "ARTICULATE A SENTIMENT;" f o r  example, t o  he lp  
t h e  poor o r  because t hey  a r e  s t a r v i n g .  Also, t h e  a r t i c l e  w r i t e r  
can impute a  sent iment  i n t o  t h e  event .  
4) Violence - uncommon cr imes :  We cons ider  poaching and smuggling 
events  uncombn cr imes,  s o  i n c l u d e  these .  
5) Casual g a t h e r i n g s ,  f e s t i v i t i e s ,  and crowds a t  a c c i d e n t s :  These 
sometimes q u a l i f y .  I n c l u d e  them i f  c la ims  o r  s en t imen t s  a r e  
a r t i c u l a t e d ,  such a s  chee r ing  t h e  king. 
6) Oc'casions t h a t  involve  s t r i c t l y  s o c i a l  o r  en te r ta inment  func t ions :  
These do n o t  q u a l i f y  u n l e s s  c l a ims  a r e  made by t e n  o r  more people.  
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C. READING NEWSPAPER MICROFILM 
One o f  t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  approaches t o  r ead ing  is  b r i e f l y  o u t l i n e d  below. 
I t s  purpose i s  (1)  t o  reduce  r ead ing  f a t i g u e ,  and ( 2 )  t o  provide  a i d s  and 
t o o l s  f o r  read ing .  It does  - no t  r e p r e s e n t  a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  read ing .  
1. Begin by skimming each s e c t i o n  of  t h e  newspaper. Skim on ly  one a t  a 
t ime,  then read  i t .  Skimming w i l l  g i v e  you a  rough idea  of l e n g t h ,  
t o p i c a l  c o n t e n t ,  po in t  of view, and what you can expect  t o  f i n d  i n  a  
s e c t i o n ,  e . g . ,  Par l iamentary  d e b a t e s ,  Money Market r e p o r t s ,  f o r e i g n  
news, o r  ads .  Some s e c t i o n s  w i l l  y i e l d  more c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  
than o t h e r s .  Never s k i p  s e c t i o n s !  Skimming w i l l  g i v e  you enough in-  
d i c a t i o n s  of a  s i n g l e  a r t i c l e ' s  p o t e n t i a l  and where con ten t ious  gath-  
e r i n g s  may be  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  a r t i c l e .  
2.  Now read  t h e  ' a r t i c l e  ( s e c t i o n )  c a r e f u l l y ,  and watch o u t  f o r  t h e  men- 
t i o n s  o r  r e f e r e n c e s  made t o  con ten t ious  ga the r ings .  You w i l l  be  
s u r p r i s e d  a t  how much e a s i e r  i t  i s  t o  read  an a r t i c l e  o r  s e c t i o n  
w i t h  which you a r e  a l r e a d y  f a m i l i a r .  Skimming should always t a k e  
on ly  a  smal l  f r a c t i o n  of  a c t u a l  r ead ing  t ime.  Although t o  some i t  
may seem a  cumbersome system a t  f i r s t ,  f a m i l i a r i t y  and a p p l i c a t i o n  
w i l l  prove i t s  worth.  
3 .   i in all^, when you l o c a t e  a  con ten t ious  g a t h e r i n g ,  read a l l  about  i t  
b e f o r e  f i l l i n g  o u t  a  covershee t .  I tems missed a r e  u s u a l l y  t h e  r e s u l t  
of h a s t y  r eco rd ings  t h a t  f a i l  t o  i n c l u d e  mentions of o t h e r  contenizious 
g a t h e r i n g s  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of t h e  l a r g e r  i t e m .  By read ing  t h e  e n t i r e  
a r t i c l e ,  you w i l l  r educe  t h e  u l t i m a t e  t i m e  by n o t  having t o  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  s e c t i o n ,  o r  even t h e  i s s u e  of t h e  paper t o  r e r ead .  
4. Read s lowly  and d e l i b e r a t e l y .  B e  s u r e  n o t  t o  s k i p  s e c t i o n s .  Read 
t h e  adve r t i s emen t s  and t h e  c o u r t  c a se s .  
5. Try r ead ing  t h e  microf i lm f o r  s h o r t  per iods .  Take a  break every hour. 
Never read  f o r  more than  t h r e e  hours  a t  a  s i t t i n g .  
I f  you have any ques t i ons ,  problems, o r  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  be  s u r e  t o  d i s c u s s  
them wi th  your supe rv i so r .  
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D. INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE GBS COVERSHEET 
1. Check (4) t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  newspaper you a r e  read ing .  
2. Check (4 t h e  space  w i t h  your name o r  f i l l  i n  your name i n  ' the  upper r i g h t  
hand corner .  
3. Wr i t e  t o d a y ' s  d a t e  i n  t h e  upper r i g h t  hand co rne r  a l s o .  
4. There should be  a t  l e a s t  one covershee t  f o r  each day you read.  I f  t h e r e  a r e  no 
e v e n t s  t h a t  q u a l i f y  t h a t  day,  w r i t e  "NOTHING" a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  of a  covershee t  
and put  t h e  d a t e  of t h e  newspaper under 'it. . 
5 .  Wri t e  t h e  d a t e  of t h e  newspaper issue.  on t h e  l i n e  noted "date ,"  e .  g . ,  A p r i l  16 ,  
1830, and then n o t e  t h e  day of t h e  week on t h e  "day" l i n e .  
6. When you f i n d  an  occas ion  t h a t  f i t s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h i s  memo, com- 
p l e t e  t h e  t o p  s e c t i o n ,  i .e . ,  - the  page and column l o c a t i o n s .  This  in format ion  is  
impor tan t ,  because o t h e r s  w i l l  be  going bgck t o  t h i s  paper t o  make a  photocopy 
of t h e  event  you have marked, and t h e  c o r r e c t  l o c a t i o n  in format ion  w i l l  make 
t h e  j ob  much f a s t e r .  I f ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  an  a r t i c l e  i s  l o c a t e d  on page 1 column 6  
and page 2  column 1, u s e  t h e  fol16wing form: page 1 & 2  column 6 : l .  
7 .  Recording t h e  f i r s t  l i n e  h e l p s  u s  i d e n t i f y  t h e  s e c t i o n  you have j u s t  noted.  
Copy t h e  f i r s t  l i n e ,  t h e  f i r s t  few words, o r  t h e  a r t i c l e  heading. I f  t h e  event 
i s  i n  t h e  middle  of a  long column, copy t h e  f i r s t  l i n e  of t h e  paragraph and no te  
t h a t  t h e  event  occu r s  l a t e r  i n  t h a t  paragraph:  e .g . ,  20 l i n e s  from top.  
8 .  Under "General Descr ip t ion"  check ( ) a l l  t h e  boxes which d e s c r i b e  t h e  t ype  of 
a c t i v i t i e s  r epo r t ed .  For example, i f  you n o t i c e  v i o l e n c e  t h a t  q u a l i f i e s  under 
//1 o f . t h e  c r i t e r i a ,  check 1/1 VIOLENCE on t h e  cove r shee t ,  and then t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
r e a s o n s  why you thought  i t  d i d  q u a l i f y .  (These a r e  l i s t e d  below VIOLENCE.) The 
same idea  ho lds  t r u e  f o r  a l l  o t h e r  head'ings: MEETINGS, GATHERINGS,-etc. 
9. I n  t h e  bottom s e c t i o n ,  f i l l  i n  any informat ion  you can on t h e s e  s e c t i o n s ,  "Ob- 
j e c t i v e s  of a c t i o n ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s , "  e t c .  
"Date" means t h e  ca l enda r  d a t e  t h e  event  occur red  and t h e  words t h a t  i n d i c a t e  
when i t  occur red ,  f o r  example, "yes te rday ,  10-15-1829." U s e  t h e  ca l enda r  k i t  
inc luded  i n  your memo. I f  no d a t e  i s  g iven ,  t r y  t o  a f f i x  an approximate one. 
"Part ic ipants! '  Give t h e  s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  occupat ion ,  o r  t r a d e ,  i f  known: For 
example, " r e s p e c t a b l e  i n h a b i t a n t s "  i s  p r e f e r r e d  t o  " c i t i z e n s "  i f  t h a t  informa- 
t i o n  i s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  
"Leaders!' L i s t  by name o r  t i t l e ,  o r  bo th ,  t h o s e  who l ead  t h e  a c t i o n  and/or  
c h a i r  t h e  meeting, f o r  example, "The M a g i s t r a t e s ,  Ralph Fletcher ,  Esq. i n  t h e  
c h a i r .  " . 
"Location" is  an important  s e c t i o n .  Give a s  much p l a c e  in format ion  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  
f o r  t h i s  w i l l  h e lp  u s , c o n n e c t  t h i s  event  t o  o t h e r  r e p o r t s  of i t .  
10.  W e  u rge  you t o  comment i f  you wish. A l l  comments a r e  welcome; ques t i ons ,  s t a t e -  
ments,  and op in ions  a r e  sought .  Use t h e  back of t h e  cove r shee t ,  and check t h e  
box i n  t h e  lower r i g h t  co rne r .  
11. A t  t h e  end of each assignment (b lock) ,  f i l l  o u t  a  "GREAT BRITAIN STUDY READER 
GENERAL BLOCK REPORT." I n  t h e  con ten t  s e c t i o n ,  we want t o  know t h e  gene ra l  
t ypes  of even t s  t h a t  a r e  occu r r ing ,  e . g . ,  many an t i -Ca tho l i c  meet ings,  o r  s e v e r a l  
food r i o t s ,  o r  much d i s c u s s i o n  of Reform B i l l  i n  Par l iament .  I n  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  
s e c t i o n ,  we would l i k e  any informat ion  on f i l m  c o n d i t i o n s ,  miss ing  pages,  o r  
d a t e s ,  e . g . ,  2-19-1832 i s s u e  i s  miss ing ,  o r  pages 1-3 on 3-11-1829 a r e  hard t o  
read.  
12. Use i n k  o r  f e l t  t i p  pen when f i l l i n g  ou t  t h e  above, no t  p e n c i l .  
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E. INSTRUCTIONS FOR USING THE MULTI-MENTION COVERSHEET 
The y e a r s  1830-1834 a r e  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a d ,  because many more con ten t ious  
g a t h e r i n g s  were r epo r t ed  per  day. Some of our  samples show a s  many a s  800 
cove r shee t s  f o r  a  ten-day b lock  o'f r ead ing ,  and many of  t h e s e  cove r shee t s  
come from t h e  same a r t i c l e .  To he lp  you save  t ime, and t o  s ave  u s  s o r t i n g  
t ime,  w e  a r e  a sk ing  you t o  begin u s i n g  t h i s  new multi-mention covershee t .  
It is  t o  be  used on ly  f o r  t h e  yea r s  1830-1834, and.when t h e r e  a r e  more than 
f o u r  con ten t ious  g a t h e r i n g s  r epo r t ed  i n  t h e  same a r t i c l e .  F i l l  o u t  on ly  
one s h e e t  per a r t i c l e .  -- 
1. F i l l  i n  t h e  t op  s e c t i o n s  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  r e g u l a r  covershee ts .  
2. F i l l  i n  both a f i r s t . a n d  l a s t  l i n e  s o  t h a t  t h e  cop ie r  can copy t h e  whole 
a r t i c l e .  Note page and column n o t a t i o n  f o r  l a s t  l i n e  i f  d i f f e r e n t  i n ' l o -  
c a t i o n  from f i r s t  l i n e .  
3. Check o f f  a s  many of  t h e  CG types  occu r r ing  a s  p o s s i b l e .  
4. F i l l  i n  a  d a t e  (month and year  on ly )  and a  l o c a t i o n  (county o r  noted 
a r e a s )  . 
5. ~ a k e  any comments t h a t  you wish on t h e  lower h a l f  of t h e  s h e e t .  
F. NOTES 
1. MISSING DAYS OP'NEWSPAPER. I n  t h e  p a s t ,  when a  day has  been miss ing  on 
. t h e  f i l m s ,  we've had you n o t e  i t  o n l y  on y o u r t e c h n i c a l  r e p o r t .  Now we 
. a s k  t h a t  you a l s o  complete a  "MISSING DAY FORM" f o r  each day n o t  on t h e  
f i l m  and submit i t  t o  your supe rv i so r .  
2. CARE OF MICROFILM. Be v e r y  c a r e f u l  when us ing  microf i lm.  Las t  year  a 
borrowed microf i lm from Duke Un ive r s i t y  was broken and c u t  i n  s e v e r a l  
p l a c e s  wh i l e  being rewound. The c o s t  t o  r e p l a c e  t h a t  f i l m  was about 
$30.00, t h e  amount w e  pay a  work-study s t u d e n t  f o r  f i f t y  hours .  
Sc ra t ches  on f i l m  can a l s o  d e s t r o y  i t ,  s o  be very  ca$refu l .  
3. SUPPLIES,. Coversheets  and r e l a t e d  forms a r e  s tocked i n  rooms 216A and 
214A. Other misce l laneous  i t ems ,  such a s  pens,  may be  ob ta ined  from t h e  
s t o r a g e  c a b i n e t s  i n  room 214. 
- 48 - 
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SAMPLE ARTICLE NOTING CONTENTIOUS GATHERING 
A numerous and r e s p e c t a b l e  meet ing of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  numbering almost 
e i g h t y  on Newbury, Berks assembled i n  t h e  Independent Chapel, on F r iday ,  t h e  
5 t h  i n s t . ,  t o  p e t i t i o n  bo th  Houses of Par l iament  t o  a b o l i s h  c o l o n i a l  s lavery .  
A l l  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  of t h e  gospe l  i n  t h e  town a s s i s t e d  i n  exp la in ing  t h e  na tu re  
of t h e  unr igh teous  system of bondage and c r u e l t y  which d i s g r a c e s  t h e  name of 
England. I t  was observed t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t ab l i shmen t  of our  s l a v e  co lon ie s  
c o s t s  about  3 1,600,000 annua l ly ,  and t h e  p r i c e  of sugar  is  m a t e r i a l l y  enhanced 
t o  t h e  people  of England by t h e  h igh  d u t i e s  l a i d  on t h a t  a r t i c l e  when imported 
from f r e e  c o u n t r i e s .  I n  s h o r t ,  whatever view i s  taken  of c o l o n i a l  s l ave ry ,  i t  
must .appear c r u e l ,  i m p o l i t e ,  and u n c h r i s t i a n .  Ralph F l e t c h e r ,  Esq. i n  ' t h e  
c h a i r .  The p e t i t i o n s  were numerously s igned a f t e r  t h e  meet ing,  i n  t h e  course 
of t h e  two fo l lowing  days.  On Tuesday they  were forwarded t o  t h e  ~ r c h b i s h o ~ .  of 
York and M r .  Brougham, t o  be  presen ted  w i t h  delay.--Leeds Mercury. 
~ a k e n  from t h e  London Times, February 15 ,  1830, page 3 ,  column 3 ,  middle of 
t h e  page. 
, - - : , -- , . , - , .- ., - -, .- , - ,. , 
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MEMO 116 ( )Pebley (MSchweitzer 
( )Floyd ( )Preston 
GREAT BRITAIN STUDY COVERSHEET 
 L LONDON TIMES page 3 ( )Eaton ( )Stewart column 3 
( ) ~ i z k a  ( )~loomin~dale 
( )MORNI.,YG CHRONICLE date 02 ' 5 ' f 830 day /M ( ) Barry ( )Teixeira Bottom 
.. ( )Burke ( )Peterson 
~irst ~ine:- -4 - -NUM -------  eRcrc, 5 - 4 g  - A e ~ f e ~ ~ d b l e  mpe 7 1 ~ 6  . . . - - - -  - - ----  -----------  
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: CHECK AS MANY AS APPLY (see memo #6) 
(1) VIOLENCE ( ) 
property damage ( ), seizure of property, spaces or persons ( ), 
personal injury ( ), threat of any of. the above ( 1. 
MEETINGS (4 
( ) Election ( ) support for enemy of government 
( ) Vestry ( ) control of local government/institution 
( ) Livery (of other grievances and dissatisfactions 
( ) Dinner i ( ) opposition to other peoples or groups 
( .  ) Political c:l~b/~art~ ( ) objectives unclear 
(4 with petition, address, etc. ( ) notices, requests (for future meetings) 
( ) opposition to government ( ) other (list) 
( ) support for government 
(3-8) GATHERINGS 
demonstrations ( ) , parade ( ) , assemblies, crowds, mobs (circle one) ( ) , 
gatherings ( ), rallies ( ), special celebrations ( ), 
other (list) 
(9) DELEGATIONS, DEPUTATIONS ( ) 
(10) LABOR ACTIVITIES ( ) 
strike, turnout ( ) , lockout ( ) , combination or union mention ( 1, 
threats to stop work ( ), work stoppages ( 1, return to work ( 1, 
deputations of wprkers ( ). 
. . 
(11) LEGAL ACTIONS ( ) 
arrests ( ), examinations ( ), pretrial info. ( ), trials/court actions ( 1, 
sentences, executions, etc. ( ). Be sure to check the appropriate areas above 
that pertain to the Action that brought about the arrest or trial. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Objective of action ~ 0 i ) l . r d  f d l  W / A C .  ~ L A  ~ C R Y  
participants I A A A ~ I T A J  73. ma /t3 r / u / J  7ees 
Number - AChd~7 $0 - Leaders : R A L . ~ !  ~ ( e ~ c h f i  €54 , CAM 
Date rRlcqAy 0a-05-1f30 Duration (if known) 
yesterday; last week, a few days ago one day or less, a few days, more 
7 
~ocation Id O eP@.~oet7  be^ , P I ) Q L J ~ U P \ /  , 
Specific place, inn, 'field, etc. village or .town/city. parish . 
- - 
COMMENTS ON BACK? ( ) 4-76, Rev. 4-77 Bobbi/CM~ county 
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Yorkshire : ~ a s t  Riding 
North Riding 
West Riding 

















































West Lothian & Linlithgow 
Wigtown 
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Major Urban A r s  
10,000 or more Population, 1830 
Population Grid 





















































































York - W.R. 
Sussex 
Hereford 
York - W.R. 
Suf f olk 































































































Mile End, Old Town 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
(Newcastle-on-Tyne) 



































York - E.R. 
Wes tmor land 
Lancas t er 
Lancas ter 
York - W.R. 
Staff ord 
Leices t er 
Lincoln 










Lancas t er 
Lancas t er 





Lancas t er 
Berkshire 
Lancas t er 
Lancas t er 










(Tyne & Wear) 
York - W.R. 
Lancas t er 
Middlesex 








































SJ 7796 (Greater 










(Tyne & Wear) 
SE 3320 
SJ 6088 (Cheshire) 



























County in 1000s Coordinates 
Norfolk 













Renf r ew 
Inverness 








Note: ' Population figures were taken from the.population returns of 
1831, John Gorton, A Topographical Dictionary of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Vol. 1, Pt. 1 (London: Chapman and Hall, 1831), 
pp. 1-110. This list was chosen because it is more inclusive 
than that in British Parliamentary Papers or in A Genealogical 
Gazetteer of England. 
Compiled by Ruth Lewis, winter 76-77. 
